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Winthrop Professor Dongke Zhang FTSE, obtained his PhD in Chemical Engineering from the University of Newcastle, NSW in 1993. He then joined the Department of Chemical Engineering at Adelaide University as a lecturer, was promoted to Senior Lecturer in 1996 and Associate Professor in 1998, and served as Deputy Head of Department between 1997 and 1998. In 1999, he was appointed Professor of Chemical Engineering at Curtin University of Technology and served as Head of Department of Chemical Engineering from 1999 to 2001. In 2000, he established, and subsequently raised substantial funding for, and managed the Centre for Fuels and Energy at Curtin and served as the foundation Director of the Centre. In March 2008, he was appointed the Foundation Professor of Chemical Engineering and Director of Centre for Energy at The University of Western Australia. 
His research interests spread over combustion science and fuel technology; coal and biomass pyrolysis, combustion and gasification; natural gas combustion and reforming; gas to liquid, coal to liquid and biomass to liquid; homogeneous combustion catalysts for internal combustion engines; chemical reaction engineering and kinetics; applied catalysis and surface science; and energy options and sustainable energy development. 
Winthrop Professor Dongke Zhang was elected to the Fellowship of Australian Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering (ATSE) in 2004, named John Curtin Distinguished Professor in 2007 and was selected to the rank of the Top 100 Most Influential Engineers of Australia by Engineers Australia in 2011.

Winthrop Professor Dongke Zhang has conceptualised, trialled, and succeeded in his theories and practice in developing a modern University – industry relationship. He believes that the true value of academic research is best measured by its practical use. Knowledge belongs to the society and technology belongs to the industry. He works closely with the industry to rapidly disseminate his knowledge to the society and industry. 
He has served in senior technical consultant and scientific adviser posts with BHP-Billition Iron Ore Pty Ltd, BHPBilliton Nickel West Mt Keith Operations, Fuel Technology Pty Ltd, ENN Ltd, Ansac Pty Ltd, Devereaux Holding Pty Ltd, Wesfarmers, Chemeq Ltd, and Hydrogen Technology Ltd. 
