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GENERAL INFORMATION
Date of birth: 22 November 1953
Current position: Assistant professor
Fields of Expertise: 
· Plant-pathogen interactions and resistance
· Quantitative and classical genetics

QUALIFICATIONS: (diplomas, degrees)
1978	Study Plant Breeding at the Wageningen Agricultural University (MSc-degree obtained with highest distinction); Major: Plant Breeding, Minors: Cytogenetics, Phytopathology, Simulation models
1983	PhD thesis at the Laboratory of Plant Breeding, Wageningen Agricultural University:
	Thesis: “Studies on the histology of partial resistance in barley to leaf rust, Puccinia hordei” 
SCIENTIFIC CAREER: (major steps)
1978-1981	Scientific research assistant (equivalent to PhD student) at the department of Plant Breeding at the Agricultural University of Wageningen.
1981-1983	Postdoc at ICARDA (Syria), to replace the durum wheat breeder
1984 - present 	Assistant Professor at the Laboratory of Plant Breeding (from 1991 to 1994 as Associate Proffessor)

OUTPUT:
Publications:
· Number of publications in international refereed scientific journals according to WoS: #119
· Contributions to books: # 1
· Number of citations according to WoS: #3265; H-index: #33

Patents: None

Supervision of PhD theses 2012 – 2018:
[bookmark: _GoBack]

	Yeo, F.K.S. (2014). Towards Map-based cloning of partial resistance QTLs of barley to Puccinia hordei (co-promotor)
	Boer, E. den (2014). Genetic investigation of the nonhost resistance of wild lettuce, Lactuca saligna, to lettuce downy mildew, Bremia lactucae (co-promotor). 
	Romero, C.C.T. (2018). Inheritance of nonhost resistance of barley to the powdery mildew fungi of cereals and grasses (co-promotor)
	Giesbers, A.K.J. (2018). Nonhost wild lettuce as a donor for resistance to downy mildew in cultivated lettuce (co-promotor). 

Total number of PhD students between 1990 and present: 18.


Scientific teaching: 
- Between 1990 and present Niks was coordinator and principal or only teacher in MSc courses on general Plant Breeding and on Breeding on Disease Resistance. These courses were in Dutch or (more frequently) in English within Wageningen University. Advanced BSc level or MSc level.
- Taught in over 45 tailor-made and refresher courses in 13 countries. Ten of them in various countries in Latin America, sponsored by NUFFIC (2004 to 2014) (language of instruction: Spanish). Other courses were by invitation by breeding companies, foreign universities or foreign educational institutes. Mostsly at BSc or MSc level.
- Supervised, the MSc thesis research of 130 students in Wageningen (1981 to present).
     
 
Three key publications 2012 – 2016: 
Niks R.E., X.Q. Qi & T.C. Marcel. (2015) Quantitative resistance to biotrophic filamentous plant pathogens: concepts, misconceptions, and mechanisms. Annual Review Phytopathology 53:445–470.
Yeo F.K.S., G. Hensel, T. Vozábová, A. Martin-Sanz, TC Marcel, J. Kumlehn J & R.E. Niks. (2014) Golden SusPtrit - a genetically well transformable barley line for studies on the resistance to rust fungi. Theor. appl. Genet. 127: 325-337.
Barbieri,  M. , T.C. Marcel, R.E. Niks, E. Francia, M. Pasquariello, V. Mazzamurro, D.F. Garvin & N. Pecchioni. (2012) QTLs for resistance to the false brome rust Puccinia brachypodii in the model grass Brachypodium distachyon L. Genome 55: 152-163.
Romero C.C.T., J.P. Vermeulen, A. Vels, A. Himmelbach, M. Mascher & R.E. Niks. (2018) Mapping resistance to powdery mildew in barley reveals a large-effect nonhost resistance QTL. Theor appl genet 131:1031–1045. DOI: 10.1007/s00122-018-3055-0.
Giesbers A.K.J., E. den Boer, D.N.J. Braspenning, T.P.H. Bouten, J.W. Specken, M.P.W. van Kaauwen, R.G.F. Visser,  R.E. Niks & M.J.W. Jeuken (2018).  Bidirectional backcrosses between wild and cultivated lettuce identify loci involved in nonhost resistance to downy mildew. Theor appl Genet 131: 1761-1776.  doi: 10.1007/s00122-018-3112-8.

RELEVANT SCIENTIFIC SERVICES (during period under review / chronological order):
Membership of editorial boards of international scientific journals: (max 3)
- Euphytica
-
-

Membership of national and international scientific organizations: (max 3)
· - Treasurer of the European and Mediterranean Cereal Rusts Foundation

-

Experiences in developing countries
1981-1983	Postdoc at ICARDA (Syria), to replace the durum wheat breeder. I was the head of the programme, and had to instruct and supervise local assistants and daily labourers on the sowing, observation and harvest activities.
2004 to present	I also taught in many tailor made or refresher courses, either in the Netherlands or abroad. Language of education was English, Spanish or Dutch. In some occasions the course was financed by  NUFFIC, in other cases (Thailand, Indonesia) I was hired by Dr Martien Beek.
	Countries included: 
	Bolivia, Ecuador, Colombia, Peru, Cuba, Kenia, China, Korea, Indonesia, Thailand and several more developed countries.	
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