



CURRICULUM VITAE


NAME:  		Dr. Robert L. Last			

WORK ADDRESS:
				Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
				301 Biochemistry Building
				Michigan State University
				603 Wilson Road
				East Lansing, MI  48824-1319		

EDUCATION:  
Ohio Wesleyan University, Delaware, OH; BA in Chemistry with minors in Biology, 1980  
Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, PA; PhD in Biological Sciences, 1986 

PROFESSIONAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE:
10/18-present
President, American Society of Plant Biologists

5/14-present 
Director, NIH Training Grant Program 'Plant Biotechnology for Health and Sustainability'. Michigan State University.

9/12- 6/13
Weizmann Institute of Science, Erna and Jakob Michael Visiting Professor,
Department of Plant Sciences, Rehovot, Israel	

9/04-present
Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan
Barnett Rosenberg Professor, Departments of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology and 106.

3/03- 9/04
National Science Foundation, Arlington, VA: 
	Program Director, Plant Genomics Research Program. 
	 
10/02-2/03		
Max Planck Institute for Chemical Ecology, Jena, Germany
	Senior Visiting Research Scientist.

6/98-6/02		  
Cereon Genomics LLC, Cambridge, MA: 
Director of Discovery Genomics at Cereon. Director of Enterprise-Wide Model Organism Functional Genomics at Monsanto.


5/89-6/98		
Cornell University: Assistant, Associate and Tenured Senior Plant Molecular Geneticist, Boyce Thompson Institute for Plant Research, Ithaca, NY (Equivalent to tenured Professor). Parallel adjunct appointments in Cornell Sections of Genetics and Development and Plant Biology.

4/86-5/89		
Whitehead Institute for Biomedical Research: Postdoctoral Fellow
		Laboratory of Dr. Gerald Fink

9/80-4/86		
Carnegie-Mellon University: Ph.D. student, Department of Biological Sciences
Laboratory of Dr. John Woolford.


HONORS AND AWARDS: 
Postdoctoral Mentoring Award, College of Natural Science, Michigan State University, 2017
Erna and Jakob Michael Visiting Professorship, Department of Plant Sciences, Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovot, Israel, Fall 2012- Summer 2013
Lady Davis Fellowship, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel, Fall 2012
University Distinguished Faculty Award, Michigan State University, February 2012
Distinguished Faculty Award, MSU College of Natural Sciences, November 2011. 
Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), named 2009
Fellow, American Society of Plant Biologists, named 2009
Monsanto Fellow, named 2002
NSF Presidential Young Investigator Award, 10/90-9/95 
Keynote Speaker, North Carolina Biotechnology Center Plant Molecular Biology Retreat, Wrightsville Beach, North Carolina, September, 2007
Keynote Speaker, 4th International Conference on Plant Metabolomics, Reading UK, April 2006
NSF Director’s Award for Excellence in Program Management, 2004
Schexnayder Lecture in Botany, Department of Biological Sciences, Louisiana State University, 2011
John and Olga LeTourneau Memorial Lectureship, University of Idaho, 1997 
DuPont Science and Engineering Educational Aid Grant, 1996 and 1997
NIH FIRST Grant Award, 1/90-12/94 
NSF Plant Molecular Biology Postdoctoral Fellowship, 4/86-5/89
NIH NRSA Fellow under National Institutes of Health Graduate Training Grant, awarded to Carnegie-Mellon University, Biological Sciences Department, 8/83-4/86
Bachelor of Arts in Chemistry, Magna Cum Laude, Ohio Wesleyan University, 1980
Hall Fellow, Chemistry Department, Ohio Wesleyan University, Chemistry Department, 9/79-6/80

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:
Scientific Conference Organization:
President Elect, President, Past President, American Society of Plant Biologists, 10/17-9/20.
Member of Search Committee for Editor-in-Chief of The Plant Cell, American Society of Plant Biologists 4/18-.  
Program Committee (organizers of the annual meeting), American Society of Plant Biologists, 2015-2018
co-Organizer, Plant Biotechnology for Health and Sustainability Symposia, Michigan State University, Fall semester 2013-. Faculty organizer for the associated Career Symposia, 2013-.
Lead Organizer, Banbury Conference on Evolution of Plant Specialized Metabolism, 3/13
Chair, Plant Molecular Biology Gordon Conference, 7/00 (Vice-Chair in 1998)
Organizer, NATO Advanced Study Institute on Plant Molecular Biology, 5/97 
Symposium Organizer, American Society of Plant Biologists Annual Meeting, 7/09
Symposium Organizer, International Society of Plant Molecular Biology, St. Louis, 10/09
Keystone Symposia Scientific Advisory Board Member 1/01-12/04
Organizing Committee, International Arabidopsis Genetics Conferences, 1997 and 1998

Publications and Editorial:
Associate Editor, Science Advances, 2014-2018
Editorial Board Member and Editor in Chief, The Arabidopsis Book, 5/07-2013
Associate Editor, Frontiers in Plant Metabolism and Chemodiversity, 2012-present
Editorial Board, Current Opinion in Plant Biology, 6/97-present
Associate Editor, Plant Physiology, 10/99-01/08
Publications Committee, American Society of Plant Physiologists, 10/97-10/99 (resigned to assume role of Plant Physiology Associate Editor)
Monitoring Editor, Plant Physiology, 10/94-7/97
American Society of Plant Physiologists ad hoc Genomics Publication Committee, 1998-2000 
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